[PLAINTIFF LAW FIRM’S ADDRESS]
Re:  In re J T Thorpe Company, Case No. 02-41487 pending in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas, Houston Division
Dear ________:


I am one of the Trustees of the J T Thorpe Company Successor Trust (the “Successor Trust”).  The Successor Trust was established in connection with confirmation of the Plan of Reorganization Under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code for J T Thorpe Company (the “Plan”) to, among other things, direct the liquidation, resolution, payment, and satisfaction of all claims caused by exposure to asbestos-containing products for which J T Thorpe Company has legal responsibility.  

Enclosed is a Claim Form and Declaration – Attorney (“Claim Form”) and Attorney Instructions for Filing a Claim With the J T Thorpe Company Successor Trust (“Instructions”), along with the Amended J T Thorpe Company Asbestos Claims Resolution Procedures (the “CRP”) (collectively, the “Claims Materials”).  Consistent with the Plan, the enclosed Claim Form and Instructions may now be used for filing Unsecured Asbestos Claims (as that term is defined in the CRP) with the Successor Trust.  The Claim Form and Instructions will be available on the J T Thorpe Company Successor Trust’s website at www.jtthorpetrust.com on November 1, 2005.  
In accordance with the provisions of the CRP, in order for a claim to be eligible for processing by the Successor Trust, the claim must meet either (i) for claims first filed in the tort system against J T Thorpe Company prior to October 1, 2002 (the “Petition Date”), the applicable statutes of limitations and repose that were in effect at the time of the filing of the claim in the tort system, or (ii) for claims that were not filed against J T Thorpe Company in the tort system prior to the Petition Date, the applicable statute of limitation that was in effect at the time of the filing of the claim with the Successor Trust.  However, the running of the relevant statute of limitation shall be tolled as of the earliest of, (A) the actual filing of the claim against J T Thorpe Company prior to the Petition Date, whether in the tort system or by submission of the claim to J T Thorpe Company pursuant to a settlement agreement; (B) the filing of the claim against another defendant in the tort system prior to the Petition Date if the claim was tolled against J T Thorpe Company at the time by an agreement or otherwise; (C) the filing of a claim against another defendant in the tort system after the Petition Date but prior to the date that is six (6) months after claim forms are first made available on the J T Thorpe Company Successor Trust website; (D) the filing of the requisite proof of claim for voting purposes in this Chapter 11 proceeding prior to April 21, 2004 (the “Effective Date”); or (E) the filing of a proof of claim with the requisite supporting documentation with the Successor Trust on or before the date that is six (6) months after claim forms are first made available on the Successor Trust website, so long as the applicable statute of limitation had not expired as of the Petition Date. 
If a claim meets any of the tolling provisions described in the preceding sentence and the claim was not barred by the applicable statute of limitation at the time of the tolling event, it shall be treated as timely filed if it is actually filed with the Successor Trust on or before May 1, 2006.  In addition, any claims that were first diagnosed after the Petition Date, irrespective of the application of any relevant statute of limitation or repose, may be filed with the Successor Trust on or before May 1, 2006 or within three (3) years after the date of diagnosis, whichever occurs later.  
Claims must be submitted on the approved Claim Form and mailed to J T Thorpe Company Successor Trust, c/o MFR Claims Processing, Inc., 115 Pheasant Run, Newtown PA, 18940.  Claims will be processed on a first-in-first-out (“FIFO”) basis.
If you have any questions regarding the Claim Form, Instructions or required information, please contact MFR Claims Processing, Inc. via email at the following address:  thorpeinquiries@mfrclaims.com.
Very truly yours,

Dan B. Lain, 

Trustee of the J T Thorpe Company Successor Trust

cc:
The Honorable Joseph Ashmore

Robert L. Pendergraft, Esq.


Sander L. Esserman, Esq.


Mary E. Skelnik, Esq.


Steven T. Baron, Esq.


Bryan O. Blevins, Jr., Esq.


Richard B. Schiro, Esq.
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